probably more difficult than in any other branch of medicine to decide which facts can be omitted from a textbook and at which points discussion can be curtailed. The differing policies of selection that shape psychiatric textbooks account to a large extent for the varying measure of approval that they receive, dependent on the compatibility of the reader's ideas, interests or prejudices with the apparent views of the author.
Professor Linford Rees has to a considerable extent overcome this problem by successfully condensing a vast amount of useful information from many different but related fields into a book of reasonable size. He has considered various aspects of psychiatry, such as psychology, genetics, environmental factors, the classic mental disorders and, of course, psychosomatic disease; yet he has managed to avoid confusing his readers. When discussing therapy he has presented in a wellbalanced way what physical, psychotherapeutic, behaviour and social treatments have to offer. He has used a concise, pithy style, making simple statements which can easily be grasped by students who will not want a host of qualifying remarks when they first seek an understanding of psychiatry. All who read this book, students and doctors alike, will appreciate the soundness of the author's approach to his subject. JOHN OrielPress 1967 In recent years occupational medicine has become increasingly important and many new industrial illnesses have come to light. Not the least important of these is the lung damage and bone necrosis which can occur in compressed air workers employed in tunnelling under rivers and estuaries or working at sites in which compressed air is used to keep out water. Hitherto decompression sickness (of which these two conditions are features) has generally been regarded as a hazard of deep sea diving and confusion has arisen on occasions in attempts to apply diving principles to compressed air working.
This publication, which records the proceedings of a Symposium on the Decompression of Compressed Air Workers, includes papers by experts from many countries where these techniques are used and gives a series of alternative routines for decompression on completion of the workers' shift. Close agreement is reached and valuable recommendations for procedures are made. It is emphasized by the contributors that a great deal of further work is needed before final regulations for working practice can be formulated. At the conference experts from the diving field were also present and their own experiences make a valuable contribution. This publication is very timely and the skill with which it is edited will ensure its establishment as a major work of reference in industries where compressed air is increasingly being used. The clinical section is, on the whole, comprehensive and well written. This is especially true of the section on sex chromosomes and their aberrations in man, which occupies nearly a third of the volume.
The section on general cytogenetics is less well presented, being at times difficult to follow. For example, the chapter devoted to the study of human chromosomes is badly laid out and tends in places to become a 'catalogue' of techniques. Inexperienced readers would probably have difficulty in setting up cultures and obtaining chromosome preparations from the directions given.
On the whole, this work in probably of more value to the reader who is already fairly well versed in medical cytogenetics than to those with little or no knowledge of the field. However, both types of readers should find it a useful reference book.
DAVID MANTLE
A View of the Brain by J S Griffith pp79 15s Oxford: Clarendon Press, Oxford University Press 1967 There have been a number of attempts in recent years to construct mathematical models of cerebral action. Usually the neurone has been considered as an on/off switch with very schematic properties, and the model has leant heavily on computer theory. Although this book has been written by a professor of applied mathematics, it is not of this type. The author has obviously made a considerable study of neurophysiology and his neurones are given properties which, although somewhat simplified, are conceived in physiological terms. The logical consequences of these properties are then explored and compared with actual cerebral function. The argument is devel-oped almost without mathematical symbolism, but there are some technical appendices.
The result is interesting and suggestive rather than arresting: this reader's response tended to be 'um-yes' rather than 'ah-yes'. But the author's claims and manner are refreshingly modest and the book should certainly be read by all interested in the topic.
A London: Academic Press The scope of these volumes, the first of which appeared in 1939, has naturally increased enormously with the growing knowledge of allergy in its widest sense. Following an introduction by P Kallos are three chapters concerned with the Arthus phenomenon (Ch G Cochrane), granulomatous hypersensitivity (W L Epstein) and cellular immunity (G C Mackaness and R V Blanden). The nature of the immune mechanisms giving rise to those reactions is discussed, with informed speculation on the part played by polymorphonuclear leucocytes, epithelioid cells and macrophages respectively. In the final chapter A S Kelus and P G H Gell consider the nature of immunoglobulin allotypes of experimental animals and indicate their potential importance. A knowledgeable survey is provided of the work.
undertaken in each type of reaction and a comprehensive list ofreferences is given.
The editors are to be congratulated on the contents of their latest volume which can be recommended to practising physicians as well as to all working in this fast moving field. R S BRUCE PEARSON Lymphatics and Lymph Circulation Physiology and Pathology by Istvan Rusznyak, Mihaily Foldi and Gy6rgy Szabo 2nd English edition edited by L Youlten pp 971 illustrated £8 8s $25 Oxford: Pergamon Press 1967 It is seven years since the first English edition of this book was published. The new edition is a hundred pages longer and reviews some of the advances that have occurred in lymphology in that time. There are new references and discussions on lymphography in clinical practice and also on the recent studies of the motility of human and animal lymphatics. Although the book confines itself to lymph vessels rather than lymphoid tissues, and despite its length, the reviews and discussions are sometimes inconclusive and intellectually indigestible. This stems partly from the difficulties of translation from the authors' own tongue and partly from the immense ground and mass of detail covered.
Its large bibliographies make it the best reference work, or in American terminology 'source book', available. It is particularly full in its references to the East European and Russian publications. It is an essential addition to every medical library and will be of great assistance to many research workers. The authors are to be congratulated on their energy, industry and learning. The timely publication of this short but comprehensive monograph by Dr Wilfrid Butt will be welcomed not only by endocrinologists and biochemists but by clinical gynecologists as well. The success of the chemotherapy of choriocarcinoma and the awareness that post-molar trophoblastic disease is commoner than was realized, together with the increasing complexity of the management of problems of infertility, have emphasized the need for an up-to-date account of the gonadotrophins.
This book succeeds because it is so lucid. The origins and functions of the hormones, particularly the importance of the hypothalamus and its releasing factors, are dealt with first, after which a good account is given of the gonadotrophins in blood and urine with details of their extraction and chemical properties. Probably the most fascinating and important chapter is on immunochemistry, especially radioimmunoassay. There is an extensive bibliography and laboratory methods are given an appendix.
The book can be well recommended, so it is a pity that a work so authoritative is spoiled by such a pompous foreword.
DAVID WILLIAMS Background to Migraine First Migraine Symposium 8-9 November 1966 edited by Robert Smith MA MD pp viii + 160 illustrated 1 8s London: William Heinemann 1967 This small book comprises a series of papers delivered at the first Migraine Symposium, held at the National Hospital, Queen Square, London, on November 8-9 1966. They range from Macdonald Critchley's scholarly and entertaining account of the history of the condition to four papers dealing with its biochemistry and pharmacology, and they also cover such subjects as the radiological and electroencephalographic aspects of migraine.
